
Hi all:  this is a quick summary of the first day of the trial, 3/5/2018.  

Presiding Judge: Shannon Bacon 

Representing the Deep Well Protest: Jon Block and Paul Hultin of New Mexico Environmental Law Center 
Representing Bernalillo County: Jeff Albright and Bobbie Collins 
Representing Aquifer Science/Campbell Ranch: Jeffrey Fornaciari and Julie Sakura 
Representing Office of the State Engineer:  Bill Teel 
Representing himself: Dave Thompson 

 

Judge Bacon made it clear that the trial will be by the book.  Like any judge, if it's appealed by any side, she 
doesn't want it appealed based on procedural errors.  Unfortunately, that meant that some Bernalillo County 
water monitoring data and Mark Moll's report on San Pedro Creek Estate's wells were not allowed into 
evidence since they hadn't met the discovery deadline. 

The Office of the State Engineer (OSE) made an objection to Dave Thompson as an "expert witness" since he 
hadn't been deposed and hadn't been recognized as an expert witness.  Dave made an excellent case of his 
credentials, but the judge said she'd take it under consideration.   
The trial started with all the above people giving opening statements which basically laid our their arguments of 
why they should prevail.  That took most of the morning.  Aquifer Science put their first witness on--their in-
house attorney, Stephan Hartman.  All sides questioned him which took nearly the rest of the day.  There was 
much discussion about the fact that the Campbell Ranch Master Plan  includes four villages, but only three of 
them were annexed by Edgewood.  Village 1 is still considered in Bernalillo County and is the only part of the 
Master Plan that is on the west side of North 14.   
The key question in this issue is whether Edgewood  or Bernalillo County will have jurisdiction over Village 
1.  Mr. Hartman adamantly stated that the Master Plan includes Village 1 so therefore takes precedent, but our 
side and Bernalillo County believe Bernalillo County has jurisdiction.   

Also discussed were meetings with Entranosa to provide roughly half of the water needed to complete the 
development.  Entranosa's criteria to provide the water would be that Campbell must turn over all its water 
rights to Entranosa AND must pay for all infrastructure to bring the water to the development.  This has not 
been firmly settled. 

Since Aquifer Science has applied to divert 350 acre feet of water and will potentially get the balance from 
Entranosa for a total of 717 af, it's our position that Entranosa water rights should be used BEFORE the 350 af 
being applied for during this trial. 

The OSE has only identified 12 wells that THEY  feel would be impaired by their drilling.  Further, Hartman 
testified that Aquifer Science would replace those few impaired wells--for causal reasons...for up to five 
years.  What happens if our wells go dry after five years? 

We'd really like to thank everyone who came to the trial today...we had around 25 people, including some of 
the Pro Se folks.  We can't thank you enough as it does show the judge that the community is involved and 
interested in the outcome.  We know you have jobs and other things going on, but if you can take some time to 
come down and spend an hour or two, it WILL make a difference.  There is plenty of space for everyone. 

Court is located on the south side of Lomas between 4th and 5th streets, 

starts at 8:30 am on Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00 am on the other days 
and ends at 5:00 pm or earlier.  The courtroom in # 702.  No electronics 

(including cell phones, etc.) and NO BUTTONS.  See you there.?  

NOTE: Tuesday’s trial starts at 8:45 

 


