
Day Four, 3/8/2018 
 
Hi all:   first, a correction from yesterday's report.  I wrote "San Pedro Creek would need replenishing of 100-
200 af of water annually."  It should have been 100-102 acre feet annually.  Sometimes the acoustics in the 
courtroom make it very difficult to hear the testimony, so I apologize in advance for any future errors.   
And a housekeeping note: I won't be at the trial tomorrow, so Marilyn Mallinson graciously agreed to fill in.   
Today began with bringing Neil Blandford back to the stand to answer a few more questions.  The judge also 
wanted some clarification from yesterday's testimony.   

The next witness AS/Campbell called was Dennis Cooper, now a private consultant, but formerly an employee 
of the Office of the State Engineer whose job it was to evaluate applications for new water permits. 

Asked how OSE evaluates water applications, he said they look at the 40-yr. impact on existing water 
rights.  Are those impacts considered impairment and can they be mitigated.  They look at both domestic and 
non-domestic wells.  One area the OSE considers is the thickness and life of the specific aquifer. 

Much time went into a discussion of "Morrison guidelines," which are commonly used by the OSE.  The OSE 
looks at applications on a case-by-case basis so the Morrison guidelines are purposely flexible.  They include 
such things as how to calculate draw-down, then what would be "allowable" draw-down based on existing 
water rights.   

When the Bernalillo County attorney cross-examined Cooper, he made a couple important points, one of which 
is that the Morrison guidelines have never been adopted as regulations. 

He also asked Cooper whether he thought the Sandia Basin should be "closed."  Cooper said that as long as 
OSE accepts applications, the basin is not considered closed.  Both the Estancia Basin and the Middle Rio 
Grande Basins are closed.  We also learned that original well-driller logs were used to assume well levels 
rather than CURRENT levels.   

You may recall that I mentioned yesterday that there are 11-12 domestic wells that AS/Campbell identified as 
possibly being impacted by Campbell drilling.  The Bern. County attorney brought up the fact that there are 4 
wells on Campbell land, but those impacted wells are only connected to one of the Campbell wells.  Would 
other local wells be impacted if Campbell used the other 3 wells? 

Another interesting item from today is that in a previous case in Alamogordo, the OSE imposed conditions on 
the city prior to approving the permit.  They had to implement a monitoring plan in addition to other reporting 
requirements. 

We also learned OSE does not consider climate change in considering applications.  Further, in this case, 
neither Edgewood's nor Bernalillo County conservation requirements were considered. 

Dave Thompson reinforced the fact that current well levels  were not used, but instead, they used numbers 
provided when the wells were drilled.   

Next witness for AS/ Campbell was Todd Umstot whose area is environmental science and who specializes in 
groundwater and watershed modeling.  He prepared recharge studies that define the East Mtns.  He discussed 
his methods and how they measure how much water from precipitation goes down beyond the root zone of 
plants.  Said many factors determine how recharge  is measured, such as evapotransporation, plant 
distribution, soild quality, run-off and sublimation.  He concluded that the AS/Campbell model area receives 
about 1500 acre feet of recharge, annually. 

At the end of the day, Sara Chudnof began her testimony to be continued tomorrow.  Many of you may 
remember Sara as the gal from Bernalillo County who came around and measured our wells.  She's now down 
at NM Tech. 

So AS/Campbell Ranch completed putting on their case today.  Bernalillo County starts their witnesses 
tomorrow and our team puts on our case next week. 

Note: Court starts tomorrow (Friday) at 8:45 and will end at 1 pm. 



Reported by Kathy McCoy 

Remember, it would be great for folks to come on down to the Court and sit in for some of the 
hearing.  You can come and go as you please.  Just leave your cell phones and other electronics at home 
or in the car.  All the logistics are on our website DeepWellProtest.org, along with the daily reports in case 
you missed any!  It's also a good place to make donations via PayPal...this trial doesn't come 
cheap!! 


