
Day Six, 3/12/2018 

NOTE: Judge has 9 am appt tomorrow so has scheduled trial to begin as near to 9:40 am as possible 
and “we’ll go late”. 

Greetings everyone!  Well, we've begun the second week of the Aquifer Science/Campbell Ranch trial.  And I 
was reminded by one of our attorneys to be sure and give Mark Moll plenty of kudos for his outstanding work 
as their newly-minted paralegal.  It's a lot of work and we are ALL extremely appreciative of his commitment.   
I'd also like everyone to know that we are all having difficulty hearing in the courtroom.  The court provides 
earphones but they are rarely better than useless.  Unless the speakers are talking directly into the mikes, 
which is not often, we can't always stay with the thread of questioning.  This is why our summaries can 
sometimes be fragmented and less than "flowing."  Frankly, I wouldn't mind if some of my taxes go to doing 
something about making trials more "public friendly." 

Bernalillo County continued putting on their case today.  Their first witness was Dan McGregor, who is the 
current Natural Resources Services Manager for the county.  To establish Dan's expertise, early testimony 
included Dan's background in geology, hydrology and engineering.  That was followed by questions regarding 
his involvement in various county programs and particularly, the groundwater monitoring programs. There was 
further discussion of Dan's role in the State Engineer hearings in 2014. 

There were further questions regarding Dan's involvement in dealing with Master Plans in and around Bernalillo 
County.  There were a number of questions to Dan regarding the importance of the well monitoring program, 
many of which were objected to by Aquifer Science/Campbell Ranch and the Office of the State Engineer.  It 
appears they are both trying to eliminate much of the county data on well declines.  Dan was also concerned 
about the OSE's capability to enforce conservation efforts, suggesting that Bern. Co. was better positioned to 
do that. 

As usual, Dave Thompson got to the nut of the problem, asking Dan if he was more concerned than ever about 
declining wells...Dan said yes. 

That ended Bernalillo County's case. 

Next up were Deep Well Protest/San Pedro Creek attorneys.  Our first witness was Dorothy Timian-Palmer, 
CEO of Vidler--the umbrella company for Aquifer Science. She explained that Vidler and Campbell Farming 
formed a partnership that is now called Aquifer Science.  AS is 95% owner and Campbell is 5%.  Much of the 
testimony revolved around the Letter of Interest (LOI) that AS and Entranosa Water agreed on.  During the 
questioning, AS and the OSE objected to Entranosa's water being a factor in this case.   Palmer said if their 
permit is approved, they want to use the newly permitted 350 AF water first and would proceed with the project 
immediately.  She was asked if she had any discussions with Robert Gately about what would happen if the 
permit was not approved.  Answer was no. 

She also testified that if Campbell Farming does not have the financing to do the actual development, their 
holding company, PICO, would possibly fund the development. 

So this is where I left the courthouse today and Marilyn Mallinson finished up the day with the following report: 

Mark Moll appeared as a fact witness - used large map of area including SPCE to give all lawyers and judge a 
better idea of terrain - also had two very nice photos of the Creek within SPCE (thank you Charles McCall). 
Described his affinity for the area and his desire to preserve the riparian environment. Mentioned that he’d 
become involved in the water issue since the application to the OSE in 2013. He described his involvement 
with Bernalillo County and their well monitoring program which then had the spin off that he started a well 
monitoring program within SPCE assisted by several other residents. These measurements are not accepted to 
this trial as exhibits but Mark explained that they are being supplied to New Mexico Tech who are doing a state-
wide survey of depth-to-water and who have agreed that our measurements are of the quality they need.  
 
Reid Bandeen was proposed by NM Environmental Law as an expert witness. Questioned about his long time 
experience and his involvement with the State Engineer case in 2013 where he was indeed an expert witness. 
Aquifer Science objected to his being considered as an expert witness in modeling. Judge made the decision 
that he could be considered an expert geohydrologist but not in modeling.  



 
Tommorow and the next few days: Our attorneys from NM Environmental Law Center will continue with their 
witnesses.: 
Reid Bandeen, Charles Ferguson, Paul Davis, David Gutzler.  
 
We had mid-twenties in the spectator box today - actually more than that since people came and went so the 
25 were different people as the day went on. Thank you for coming on a wintery morning. Warmer tomorrow - 
so we hope for even more.  Remember: The main point of being there is to demonstrate community 
concern! 
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