
Day 7, Tuesday 3/13/2018 

 
Trial will continue tomorrow morning (Wednesday) at 8:30 am 

As always, thank you Marilyn Mallinson for taking notes during the morning segment. 

Morning court started with the announcement that Charles Ferguson, geology witness for Environmental Law, 
had been called away on a “dire family emergency” so was not available to follow on from Reid Bandeen today. 
The judge asked to be notified of his status by close of hearing tomorrow, Wednesday. 
 
The testimony of Reid Bandeen continued. He described three previous applications to appropriate water from 
the Sandia Basin, each of which had been turned down by the State Engineer. He admitted under later cross 
examination that each of these decisions stated that the applicant had failed to show that unappropriated water 
existed, as opposed to the State Engineer deciding that such water did not exist. 
 
Mr Bandeen described the San Pedro spring flow as giving a general indication of recharge to the San 
Andreas-Glorieta (SAG) aquifer, and noted that its flow had dropped sharply when Aquifer Science well ASE 2 
was being tested for 7 days a mile away, and it took a month to recover to its former rate. 
 
Much of his testimony consisted of extended criticism of the Aquifer Science exhibits. 
 
There was further discussion regarding the questionable existence of a fault on which AS/Campbell based their 
model.  AS is attempting to prove that there's an isolated source of "new" water.  Our side disputes this 
interpretation. 
 
Asked what he felt were the salient points of his testimony, he listed the following: 
A consistent history of permit denials; evidence that the water table is declining, particularly in this area; the 
size of the requested appropriation is disproportionately large given the declines in the surrounding area; and 
the mitigation plans are incomplete. 
 
Next up was the AS/Campbell attorney who spent a lot of time trying to discredit Bandeen's testimony, but he 
was a solid witness for our side. 
 
This was a shortened day due to our witness, Charles Ferguson, being called away. 
 

Only a few more days left - try to stop by if you can.  Logistics of attending (parking, etc) are on 
DEEPWELLPROTEST.ORG as are reports from previous days and recent news accounts. 

 


