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Major Legal Filings in January 2013 


In January 2013, many major legal filings were made by our attorney Bruce Frederick, the opposition 
Aquifer Science, Bernalillo County, and the Water Rights Division of the Office of the State Engineer 
(OSE). 

Our attorney Bruce Frederick filed  

1. A motion which would end the case if granted because the Aquifer Science pumping schedule 
does not meet OSE requirements for putting the water to beneficial use within four years, 

2. An objection to OSE’s Water Rights Division’s Exhibit, and a Motion for Mediation because 
the OSE has adopted the Aquifer Science groundwater model and the OSE Water Rights 
Division has been meeting privately with Aquifer Science, and 

3. Objections to the Aquifer Science groundwater model on many grounds, including assumptions 
not backed up by geologic data and limiting the impact of the pumping on other water users.  

 
Other filings included 

1. OSE objections to exhibits of our attorney, Bernalillo County and the NM Water Service 
Company, and  

2. Aquifer Science objections to our attorney Bruce Frederick, our hydrologist Reid Bandeen, San 
Pedro Creek Estates' hydrologist Paul Davis, and Bernalillo County expert Dan MacGregor. 

 
Bruce has responded to the objections directed at our exhibits.  The actual filings are at 
www.deepwellprotest.org.  
As a reminder, Bruce is an attorney with the New Mexico Environmental Law Center, he has worked for 
the OSE, and he has substantial water law experience.  And he has a master’s degree in hydrology. 


OSE Hearing 
 

Our attorney and expert witnesses are preparing for the actual hearing in Santa Fe that begins on March 
25, 2013, and will last 5-7 days.   At the hearing all the parties will present their case before a Hearing 
Examiner.  More than 100 protestants are active in the case against Aquifer Science, including 44 
protestants who hired Bruce Frederick.  You are welcome to attend. 
 
    Date / Time:   March 25-29, with a potential for extension / perhaps 9:00-4:00 
    Location:   Bataan Building, 407 Galisteo, Santa Fe, Third Floor, Old Senate Chamber 
  Official notice to be sent out soon 
  
Normally the audience is not allowed to comment, but the Hearing Examiner may allow a public 
comment period.  People have discussed carpooling.  If interested, contact deepwellprotest@gmail.com. 
 













Who’s doing this protest? 

A protest like this requires a lot of money and legwork from a lot of people.  We’ll apply your donation 
to the large legal expenses.  (Bruce Frederick and some experts are working at reduced rates, but costs 
are still substantial in this kind of legal battle.) 

But that’s not all.  We need people to help stuff mailings, make copies, put up posters, organize 
fundraisers (yard sales, raffles, etc.), talk to neighbors, and pass out bumper stickers.  If you can help, 
even a little, please let us know on the enclosed slip. 

The North 14 Forum, a community non-profit 501(c) 3, is our fiscal sponsor and helps with the 
bookkeeping.  Your tax-deductible contribution to the Deep Well Protest Group pays the legal fees and 
other expenses of the protest.  

For more information, go to www.deepwellprotest.org or contact us at deepwellprotest@gmail.com. 

 


Recommended Reading 


A very interesting book about water speculation, theft, and other amazing stories is  
Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water, by Marc Reisner. 
It is out of print, but many used copies can be found on-line. 
 
 

Recommended Viewing 

The Milagro Beanfield War is a quintessential New Mexico movie by Robert Redford based on the book 
of the same name by John Nichols.  It's a great story about a northern New Mexico village fighting to 
save its water from an out-of-state developer who plans to use the water for a golf course and condos!  
Although the book was written in about a place in northern New Mexico in 1974, you would think it was 
written about our side of the mountain this year!  


