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OSE HEARING 

 
Hearing is half complete 

& will be continued: 
  May 20-21 
  May 30-31 
  June 24-25 if needed 
 
 
 

AGUAPALOOZA 
COMMUNITY FAIR 

 & 
 FUND-RAISER 

join us! 
 
Lazy Lizard:NM14 & Frost  
Sunday, June 23rd   1-8pm 

 
 

THANKS 
to all the donors and 
volunteers who have 
worked so hard to 

Protect Our Water! 
 
 
We’ve paid all bills up 

to date but will need at 
least $13,000 more 

before the end of June 
 
Send checks to: 
 

Deep Well Protest 

PO Box 311 

Sandia Park, NM 87047 

 
or donate online at 

deepwellprotest.org 
 

 
E-mail saves money!!  

If you received this by 

snail mail, please send 

your e-mail address to: 

deepwellprotest@gmail.com 

 
 

 

OSE Hearing – 6 days down, 6 days to go 
 

The NM Office of the State Engineer (OSE) hearing on the Aquifer Science application for 
Campbell Ranch water began March 25, ran for six days, and will be continued May 20, 21, 

30, 31, and June 24-25 at an as-yet-to-be-determined location.   If you plan to attend, 
email us at deepwellprotest@gmail.com nearer the dates for final details.  Please keep 
these dates in mind so we can continue our strong representation at these hearings. 

 
Each day 20 to 30 people from the community attended the hearing.  The large and regular 
attendance was a strong indication of how important this case is to the community.  We 
thank everyone who was able to attend!   
 
These first six days covered all of Aquifer Science's six witnesses and the start of Bruce 

Frederick’s case for the Deep Well Protest Group and San Pedro Creek Estates.     In 
addition to the rest of Bruce Frederick's case, cases will be presented by Bernalillo County, 
NM Water Service Company (Sandia Knolls water company), the Office of the State 
Engineer Water Rights Division, Bill Alzheimer and David Thompson.   (Although Aquifer 
Science is a legal entity with 95% Vidler Water Company and 5% Campbell Ranch interests,  
Campbell Ranch was not represented directly at the hearing, but is part of the Aquifer 
Science team.)  When the hearing is complete, the Hearing Examiner will make a decision 

which will be passed to the Office of the State Engineer for a final ruling.  This decision 
making could take several months.  More details are at the end of the newsletter. 
 
 

Come to Aguapalooza – A Community Street Fair and Fund-raiser 
 

June 23rd is Aguapalooza, our community celebration and fund-raiser to thank everyone in 

the community for all the support.  The Lazy Lizard is hosting Aguapalooza for us, with all 
their regular menu and drinks.  There will be music, great food and drinks for sale, a silent 
auction, raffle and generally an all-out good time.  For a $5 donation at the door, come join 
us for a great Sunday afternoon community party.   

Sunday, June 23rd 
1:00-8:00 

Lazy Lizard by Shell Station, SW corner of North 14 & Frost Road 
 

 
Make Sure Your Well Is Registered Correctly with the OSE 

 

Your well must be registered with the OSE in order to be considered by the OSE for 

impairment mitigation.  Registration does NOT mean you will get automatically get help if 

your well is impaired by Aquifer Science pumping, but if your well isn’t registered, it won’t 

even be considered.   Many wells are not registered or are registered to the original owner 

instead of in your name.  The OSE may show the location of your well on OSE records but it 

may not agree with your property description.   There is a fee and some wells may have 

been drilled illegally, so you may want to research your own well carefully.  To find out how 

to check on your well go to deepwellprotest.org  and click on ‘How To’. 
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How Much Have We Raised and Spent So Far? 

 
A protest like this requires a lot of money and legwork from a lot of people.  We have applied your donation 

to hydrology and legal expenses.  Bruce Frederick (our attorney from the NM Environmental Law Center) and Reid 
Bandeen (our expert hydrologist) are working at reduced rates, but costs are still substantial in this kind of legal 
battle.  San Pedro Creek is paying all the costs for Paul Davis, our other hydrologist.   

So we STILL need donations - but that’s not all.  We need people to help gather raffle and silent auction items for 
AGUAPALOOSA – the community street fair and fund-raiser to thank the community for all the support.  If you can 
help, please email us at deepwellprotest@gmail.com. 

Raised to date      $64,000 

Paid to Bruce Frederick (290 hours plus other costs) $26,000 

Paid to Reid Bandeen (580 hours plus other costs) $33,000 

Other (Court reporter, etc.)    $ 2,000 

We need to raise at least $13,000 more for the expected bills through June 25. 

The North 14 Forum, a community non-profit 501(c) 3, is our fiscal sponsor so your donation to the Deep Well Protest 

Group to pay the legal fees and other expenses of the protest are tax deductible.  

For more information, go to deepwellprotest.org or contact us at deepwellprotest@gmail.com. 

 

More Details about the Hearing 
A more complete summary is available on the website: deepwellprotest.org. 

 
Andrew Core, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) Hearing Examiner, presided over the first six days of Aquifer 

Science’s application to pump 1010, 850 or 717 acre feet per year (afy) from the Sandia Basin.  Aquifer Science’s six 
witnesses presented their case over 5½ days.  20-30 protestants attended the hearing each day and we thank every 
one of you who were able to come.   
 
Aquifer Science is a water rights development company that plans to sell these water rights to a utility or water 
provider. 
 

Water pumping will be phased in over 28 years, so the impact over the 40-year evaluation period is minimized. 
Aquifer Science was clear that if some other business wants water and the Basin is closed, then that new business 
would “have to find water elsewhere”.   
 
DB Stevens did the geology and modeling for Aquifer Science.  See deepwellprotest.org “Legal Filings”, June 2011 
Exhibits 12A and 12B, for their maps and models.  They predicted sufficient groundwater recharge for this project, 

stating that the project would only impact perhaps 24 wells.  Water in San Pedro Creek will run dry and is to be 
replaced with treated effluent.  Aquifer Science said that OSE would determine which wells were impaired and would 
determine the appropriate remedy for those wells.   
 
Bruce Frederick’s opening statement stated that any appropriation of water rights to Aquifer Science would impair 
existing wells.  He stated that the OSE cannot rely on Aquifer Science’s model since it over-estimates the water 
available to Campbell Ranch and under-predicts drawdown on other wells.  In the groundwater flow model, most of 

the study area is surrounded by virtually impermeable faults. This “impermeable box” causes almost all the drawdown 
from Aquifer Science’s pumping to occur below vacant Campbell Ranch land.  Wells in the community are almost all 
outside “the box” and are not impacted in their model.  In reality, these assumptions are not supported by the data.  

The Recharge Model and the Groundwater Flow Model seem to use different assumptions, particularly about the rate 
water is transmitted through the aquifer and across faults.  
 
The Groundwater Flow Model significantly underestimates the water needed by the rest of the community.  They 

assumed that current water rights would be pumped to the extent of the current well, rather than to their full water 
right, and assumed that the number of private domestic wells would be capped at the number of wells in 2010 (i.e., 
no new building other than Campbell Ranch).  
 
Reid Bandeen, our hydrologist, began his testimony for the last half day and brought up many of the issues listed 
above.   

 
The hearing has another nine witnesses left to hear, so six more hearing days have been set aside (May 20-21,30-31 
and June 24-25) at a to be determined location.   If you plan to attend, email us at deepwellprotest@gmail.com 
nearer the dates for final details.   
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