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OSE Hearing 

The NM Office of the State Engineer (OSE) hearing on the Aquifer Science application for 
Campbell Ranch water which began March 25 was finally completed on June 28 after a 
possible record of 12 days of testimony.  Each day 20 to 30 people from the community 

attended the hearing and this large and regular attendance was a strong indication of how 
important this case is to the community.  We thank everyone who was able to attend!   

 

Cases were presented by the applicant (Aquifer Science), multiple protestants (Bruce 

Frederick representing the Deep Well Protest Group and San Pedro Creek Estates; Bernalillo 
County; NM Water Service Company which serves Sandia Knolls; and pro se protestants 
Bill Alzheimer and David Thompson), and finally the OSE Water Rights Division. 
(Aquifer Science is a legal entity with 95% Vidler Water Company and 5% Campbell Ranch 
interests,  however Campbell Ranch personnel did not appear at the hearing, but were 
represented as part of the Aquifer Science team.) 
 

At the end of the formal hearing the hearing examiner invited "those in the back of the 

room" to speak and ten statements were made by protestants from the Deep Well Protest 
Group and San Pedro Creek Estates.  Afterwards one attorney mentioned in a private 
discussion that he thought the public statements had strong messages, were very well 
presented, and should be helpful to the case. 
 

Aquifer Science hydrologists testified that their pumping would only impair 11 wells.  Our 
hydrologists testified the number of impacted well would be much greater because Aquifer 

Science effectively created a “box” around the pumping locations in Campbell Ranch by 
putting impermeable faults in their model even though there is little evidence that the faults 
are impermeable.  Aquifer Science also argued that its phased pumping schedule be 
approved, effectively allowing Aquifer Science to reserve water rights for future use. 

WHAT HAPPENS NOW? 

The attorneys for all parties were asked to submit their "Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law" by August 30, 2013.  The Hearing Examiner will review all the material and make a 

recommendation to the State Engineer for a final ruling.  This process could take a few 
more months, however the Hearing Examiner assured everyone that this case was a high 
priority for the State Engineer.  Hopefully we will have a decision in the fall. 
 

Many people believe that this case will be appealed to the District Court regardless of the 
decision by the State Engineer.  So we have not yet breathed a sigh of relief, but are glad 
to have a few months without the pressure of intense fundraising and hearing activities. 

Aguapalooza Community Celebration and Fund-raising Event 

Our Aguapalooza community celebration and fund-raising event was held on June 23rd and 
was very well attended. There was super music, great food and drinks, a silent auction, 
raffle, and an all-out good time.  Thanks to everyone in the community for all your support.  
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MAKE SURE YOUR WELL DATA IS UPATED WITH THE OSE 

 
As mentioned in our April Newsletter, your well must be registered with the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) in 

order to be considered by the OSE for impairment mitigation.  Registration does NOT mean you will get automatically 
get help if your well is impaired by Aquifer Science pumping, but if your well isn’t registered, it won’t even be 
considered.   Many wells are not registered or are registered to the original owner instead of in your name.  The OSE 
may show the location of your well on OSE records but it may not agree with your property description.   There is a 
fee and some wells may have been drilled illegally, so you may want to research your own well carefully.  Instructions 
on how to check on your well registration are posted at www.deepwellprotest.org. 

 

IN ADDITION, the data about your well in the OSE database may have errors that would also prevent your well from 

appearing on a list of wells that are impaired by Aquifer Science pumping.  For example, the location of your well may 

be grossly incorrect, sometime by as much as a mile or more.  Also, the water level in your well in the OSE records is 

probably the water level at the time the well was first drilled, but it could be much lower today.  Since the criteria 

used for determining impact (the Morrison criteria) considers how much the water column in the well is reduced by 

the applicant's pumping, it is important that the water level in your well is current and correct in the OSE database. 

 

We have heard that these updates should be made BEFORE THE END OF AUGUST 2013, and we are currently 
investigating how this can be done.  Details will be posted on our web site (www.deepwellprotest.org) as soon as we 

have them. 
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