
Deep Well Protest Update – another bit of news but no decision yet. 

  

It has been one year since the end of the hearing and filings in September 2013.   

 

We reported last month that the Hearing Examiner had not yet submitted his 

recommendations to the State Engineer and that it might be expected within the next 4 

to 6 weeks.  We still do not know if that has happened yet.  

 

NEW DEVELOPMENT: In September, Bernalillo County submitted a motion to file 

updated evidence OR reopen the hearing to introduce new data.  This is data collected 

as part of the County’s Well Monitoring Program – in which many of you participate.  

The data from the past year indicate that wells are declining – even those not being 

used – and the ground water in the proposed Aquifer Science drilling area is even 

more precarious than previously understood.   The Bernalillo County attorney argues 

that it is important for the Hearing Examiner to factor this into his deliberations. 

 

Supporting the motion are our attorney, Bruce Frederick with the NM Environmental 

Law Center, and several of the pro se protestants.  (Many others did not respond to 

the email notice and postal mailing within the allocated 7 days and are listed as ‘no 

response’.) 

 

Opposing the motion are Aquifer Science and the Office of the State Engineer Water 

Rights Division. 

 

We have attached the 4 filings that we have received:   

- the original motion from Bernalillo County,  

- the supporting filing from Dr. David Thompson and 

- the 2 opposing filings from Aquifer Science and the Office of the State Engineer 

Water Rights Division.  

They are relatively short and make for interesting reading…. 

 

We will let you know as soon as we hear any news about the status of the case. 

  
To see these legal filings along with the previous filings and the summaries of the 12 days of the hearing, 

including audio of the statements made by attendees, go to the DeepWellProtest.ORG website. 

 

 

 


